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There are' many good spy storles In
live) British spy of the Bccondf
‘World War, but the main value of the book lies not so much,
.in its narratives as in the explanation of the techniques ur‘ﬁ'

:wmten by & successful (.e.

tricks of the trade of a profession that s in full- swing
_every civilized country in the world during war, cold war,/

or peace.

It 1s interesting to know,
necessarily an instrument of
sadism, but & recognized and
-accepted tool in an occupation
which is governed by prece-
.dent if -not by law. An in-
ability to withstand prolonged
_torture is, in Mr. Seth’s opin-
fon, not a sign of lack of
.bravery. Some completely
‘courageous men in spite of
themselves crumple under
prolonged pain, while others
“are able to fortify themselves
with the knowledge that when
‘pain saturates the entire body
iit is endureble becauss an in-

'crease would bring uncon-
* gciousness, a black-out that
* “defcats the purpose of the

- torturers. .
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! Prancls Powers, the Amer-
Jcan U-3 pllot, was & spy who
. wins Mr, Seth's unstinted
admiration. A spy's first duty
.18 to get the desired Informa-
. ;tion: his second is to come
. . back aliye, Powers, who at his
T !{rial hed-only one factor In
© . " his favor—the desire of Rus-
71 sieto make!imperialist Amer-
e . lca the true culprit, not just
- ¢ - Alngle aviator imder- orders
i i——was extremely smart in his
‘apnswers to the prospsutor’s
: questions. ‘A spy cant 'llways
- admit. what he is coruin that
Lxthe enemy knows. Eutnhower
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for example, that torture is not.

-atomic bomb.”

had himself said that Poweu{
was a spy, but Powers {irmly.
maintained that he was only!
pulling levers and pushing:
buttons the functions of:
which he did not know. The’
Russians led him to em-j-
phasize this point, drawing
him carefully to their primet.:.
propaganda guestion: “Ther, & }% 2
for all you knew, you might; ¢
have been opping . an
atomic bomh?" “No," said
Powers, and the skill wi
which he handled his
but difficult reply can ¢ i
be overlooked, “It wasn't the
right kind of plane for ,an
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Like all aples, Powers car«i;
ried with him the means-of
instantaneous suicide, but. h
was under no patriotic obligns
tion, according to Mr. Beth;
use it. Certainly at the tim
it was less publicized, if men<:
tioned at all, that he had
supply of Russian rdbles. b%“
spend If forced dom{:‘"l‘\fhr
fluous to a spy morally. bound:
to suicide. All in all, Powers
can feel a certain pride thatiy
a colleague thinka him ex-?
traordinarlly intelligent; cafl®
pable and brave, . i
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